Improving cancer care at the end of life.
Excellent care for cancer patients and their families should extend throughout the illness, and should include care provided at the end of life. Recent evidence, including a report from the Institute of Medicine, has emphasised that major reform is needed to improve relief of pain, other symptoms, and psychosocial care. This paper reviews the critical necessity for reform in end-of-life care for the field of oncology and the major educational efforts required to ensure that oncology professionals can respond to this need.